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= : Presentation by Roy Keppy, Davenport, lowa 


Pork Producers Price Seminar -- January 20, 1971 





There is solid agreement among our pork producers that we are willing to 
withstand moderate price fluctuations and we are not seeking controls. 

We producers are not blaming the USDA for our present plight. It is our 
industry's making. However, we do seek your assistance and understanding of our 
problem and help in correcting it, as weil as helping us avoid a like situation 
in the future. Your invitation to us to attend this meeting is sincerely 
appreciated. 

Pork producers have achieved the greatest product quality improvement of any 
meat product in recent years. Our pork today has 56 percent less fat, 26 percent 
fewer calories, and about 22 percent more protein than it did 20 years ago. 

The meat inspection Se in the U.S. gives the consumer the greatest safety 
eg rer these facts ts the urban consumer — 
strong enough? Could the USDA assist us in this area? We are fighting to improve 
the image of our pork. Could the USDA assist us by answering certain news media's 
slanderous reports concerning the health, safety, and See cs ee oe in 
a positive manner? 

We have problems in our pork production that we desperately need research 
assistance to solve. In studying USDA research grants in recent years, we don't 
believe that pork production is receiving its rightful share. 


Environmental quality problems should also be included in this area. We 


want to produce the best meat product in the best atmosphere for ourselves and 


the. consumer. 
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Pork producers need the statistical USDA S sooits on hog numbers made in 
terms easy to understand and interpret. Would it be feasible for the USDA 
reports to be made on a comparison with the same date for the previous five- 
year average, rather than just cotperige a year previous. We believe some 
over-reaction has occurred with present comparison systems. Some farm products 
have received excellent cooperation from the USDA in developing export markets. 
Could the National Pork Council work with the USDA in developing similar programs 
for pork? 
We need every possible avenue open for movement of pork now. Can the USDA 
step up use of pork in school lunch, plentiful food and inner-city food programs, 
military use, and all consumer areas in the next six months? 

The USDA and its food educational divisions are well respected. Could we 
encourage up-to-date modern selection, cooking, and nutritive value information 
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A number of the packing industry have reported to us that some meat inspection 
people have slowed down their slaughter facilities with some knit-picking decisions 
concerning a hair or two at times. This slowdown results in less hogs slaughtered 
per hour and, therefore, results in <2 on live hog prices. We producers 
want the most healthful meat inspection possible, but common sense should 

prevail. Is a hair or two on skin area that never reaches the consumer within 


common sense inspection? 
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We of the National Pork Council vai thank the USDA for the cooperation 
extended to us by the Federal Extension Sefiice in helping us carry out our 
research coordination study projects. 9 tafo rnacion from these have been 
helpful to we producers and wilt help us guide our limited funding of research. 
We also appreciate the cidgeratdion extameen to us by the Animal Research Service 
Division people that head its programs. Z| 

Mr. Secretary, we have raised a number of questions. We are not sure they 
can all be answered today or tomorrow, but we think diey are worthy of discussion. 

We appreciate this opportunity to exjiress ourselves and would like to 


pledge our. efforts and assistance to you and the USDA whenever we might be of 


assistance. 
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